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Quranic Eloquence in the Sermons of Imam
Ali (Peace be upon him) : A Study in Linguistic

and Rhetorical Artistry

Pro .Dr.Fatima Raheem Abdul Hussein
Asst. Lect. Narjis Audah Rashk
Abstract

This research explores the profound eloquence found in the
sermons of Imam Ali (Peace be upon him) ¢« with a specific focus
on the linguistic and rhetorical artistry inspired by the Quran-
Imam Ali (Peace be upon him) ¢« renowned for his mastery of
the Arabic language and his deep spiritual insight¢ frequently
incorporated Quranic elements into his sermons¢ imbuing his
speech with a unique blend of divine guidance and human
eloquence: The study examines selected sermons¢ analyzing
how Imam Ali (Peace be upon him) skillfully integrates Quranic
vocabulary¢ themes¢ and syntactical structures to construct
powerful¢ persuasive messages: This study also situates Imam
Ali’s sermons within the broader context of classical Arabic
rhetorice demonstrating how his oratory exemplifies the highest
standards of linguistic precision and artistic expression- The
results of the research reveal that Imam Alns (Peace be upon
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him) sermons not only mirror the structural and thematic features
of Quranic discourse but also enhance the persuasive impact of
his messages through strategic rhetorical devices: These devices
include metaphor¢< which conveys deep spiritual and moral
meanings; parallelism¢ which creates rhythm and balance; and
antithesis¢ used to emphasize moral contrasts: Repetition is
frequently employed to reinforce key ideas¢< while allusions to
Quranic verses draw on the authority of the divine text: Imam
Ali (Peace be upon him) also utilizes rhetorical questions to
provoke thought and hyperbole to magnify emotional impact:
His mastery in integrating these rhetorical devices with Quranic
language and classical Arabic rhetoric creates a powerful
synergy that resonates both emotionally and intellectually with
his audience- Additionally¢ the analysis demonstrates that his
use of Quranic eloquence served as a tool for spiritual guidances
political leadership¢ and religious education« further solidifying
his influence in Islamic oratory:

Keywords :Eloquence¢« Sermons¢ linguistic Rhetorical
Artistry

Introduction
Imam Ali ibn Abi Talib (Peace be upon him) ¢ the cousin
and son-in-law of Prophet Muhammad: is revered not only for
his spiritual and political leadership but also for his profound
mastery of the Arabic language and his eloquent oratory- His
sermons¢ letters¢ and sayings¢ many of which are preserved
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in the collection Nah;j al-Balaghah¢ are celebrated for their
rhetorical and linguistic artistry: These sermons not only
convey deep spiritual and ethical teachings but also reflect a
sophisticated engagement with classical Arabic rhetorical
traditions and Quranic discourse (Al-Sharif al-Radi¢< 2004)-
One of the most compelling features of Imam Ali’s sermons is
his frequent use of Quranic language- His speeches are replete
with Quranic allusions¢ direct quotations¢ and paraphrases:
which serve to reinforce the religious and ethical authority of
his words- Imam Ali’s ability to seamlessly integrate Quranic
themes into his sermons has been widely acknowledged in
Islamic scholarship- Scholars like Ibn Abi al-Hadid (1965) and
Al-Jurjani (2001) have long noted the profound intertextual
relationship between his speeches and the Quran< highlighting
how this connection enhances the emotional and intellectual
impact of his oratory-Furthermore« Imam Ali’s speeches reflect a
deep understanding of the principles of classical Arabic rhetoric¢
as expounded by theorists such as Al-Jurjani and Ibn al-Athir
(1999)- He employs various rhetorical devices such as metaphor¢
antithesis¢ parallelism¢ and repetition to effectively convey his
messages and persuade his audience: These techniques not only
serve to clarify complex ideas but also evoke strong emotional
responses¢ making his speeches both intellectually stimulating
and spiritually moving:
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Research Problem

The research problem addressed in this study is the need
for a comprehensive understanding of how Imam Ali’s sermons
incorporate and exemplify Quranic eloquence¢ particularly in
terms of linguistic and rhetorical artistry: While much has been
written about the spiritual and theological significance of Imam
Ali’s oratory¢ there remains a gap in the scholarly literature
regarding the specific ways in which his sermons reflect and
utilize Quranic language« themes« and rhetorical structures: This
study seeks to fill that gap by analyzing the sermons of Imam
Ali (Peace be upon him) through the lens of Quranic eloquence«
exploring how his use of Quranic elements not only enhances
the effectiveness of his communication but also contributes to the
broader tradition of Arabic rhetoric and Islamic discourse: The
research problemc« therefore« centers on identifying and explicating
the linguistic and rhetorical techniques derived from the Quran
that Imam Ali (Peace be upon him) employs in his sermons«
and understanding their impact on both his immediate audience
and subsequent generations of Islamic scholars and thinkers:

Research Aims
The research aims at:

1+ Identifying Quranic linguistic elements in the sermons
of Imam Ali(Peace be upon him)-

2-Analysing the rhetorical strategies in Imam Ali’s sermons
inspired by the Quran-
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3- Exploring the integration of Quranic themes in Imam
Ali’s sermons-

4- Evaluating the impact of Quranic eloquence on the
effectiveness of Imam Ali’s sermons-

Research Questions
The research seeks to answer the following questions :

1- What Quranic linguistic features are present in Imam
Ali’s sermons?

2- How does Imam Ali (Peace be upon him)use Quran-
inspired rhetorical strategies in his sermons?

3- How are Quranic themes integrated into Imam Ali’s
sermons?

4- How does Quranic eloquence influence the effectiveness
and reception of Imam Ali’s sermons?

Research Importance

The importance of this research lies in its contribution
to understanding the intersection of Quranic eloquence and
classical Arabic rhetoric through the lens of Imam Ali’s
sermons: By elucidating how Imam Ali (Peace be upon him)
employs Quranic linguistic and rhetorical elements¢ this study
offers valuable insights into the sophisticated techniques that
enhance the effectiveness of his oratory: This understanding
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not only deepens appreciation for Imam Ali’s contributions to
Islamic discourse but also enriches the broader study of Quranic
influence on Arabic literature and rhetoric- Additionally¢
the research highlights the enduring relevance of Quranic
principles in shaping Islamic thought and provides a framework
for analyzing other Islamic texts and speeches- Ultimately« this
study bridges gaps in scholarly literature and fosters a greater
appreciation of the rhetorical artistry that defines Imam Ali’s
legacy:

Theoretical Framework
2.1 Defining Quranic Eloquence (Balagha Qur’aniyya)

Quranic eloquence is rooted in al-balagha¢ the classical
Arabic tradition of eloquence¢ clarity¢ and effective
communication- This tradition finds its pinnacle in the Quranc¢
which 1s regarded as the ultimate example of inimitable
eloquence (1>jaz)¢ a concept extensively discussed by classical
scholars such as Al-Jurjani (2001) and Al-Zamakhshari (2008)-
Al-Jurjani>s theory of nazm (the arrangement of words)
emphasizes that the beauty of the Quran lies in the organization
and harmony of its linguistic elements: Quranic eloquence is
characterized by precision¢ conciseness¢ and the profound
depth of meaning conveyed in a few words¢ principles that are
mirrored in Imam Ali’s sermons: Imam Ali’s sermons exhibit
this same Quranic eloquence« intertwining Quranic references
and stylistic patterns- As Sells (2000) highlights¢ Imam Ali’s
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use of language reflects the Quran’s ability to evoke spiritual and
emotional depth- His sermons resonate with Quranic cadences¢
metaphors¢ and rhetorical devices¢ creating a distinct fusion
of sacred and personal eloquence- This study defines Quranic
eloquence in his sermons as a deliberate and artful reflection of
the Quran>s linguistic features and themes:

2.2 Rhetoric (Al-Bayan) and Its Role in Sermonic
Discourse

The art of rhetoric« known as al-bayan plays a critical role
in Islamic sermonic discourse¢ where clarity¢ persuasion¢ and
aesthetic beauty are essential in conveying theological ideas:
Islamicrhetoric aligns with Aristotelian concepts of ethos« pathos«
and logos« as discussed by Hamza (2009)- These rhetorical tools
are crucial in delivering a message that appeals to the audience
emotionally and intellectuallyc while the speakers ethical
character enhances the message>s credibility: In Imam Ali’s
sermons¢ these elements of rhetoric are infused with Quranic
citations and allusions¢ amplifying their persuasive impact- For
instance¢« Imam Ali’s use of ethos is closely tied to his status
as a companion of the Prophet and his deep knowledge of the
Quran- His sermons also employ pathos through vivid imagery
and emotional appeal¢ often using Quranic references to invoke
divine authority and elicit a spiritual response from his audience
(Abdul-Raof¢ 2010)- This research will examine how Imam
Ali’s use of al-bayan integrates Quranic rhetoric to enhance the

sermonys ethical« emotional¢ and logical dimensions:
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2.4 Theoretical Perspectives on Linguistic Artistry in
Arabic

Arabic linguistic theories¢ particularly those concerning
eloquence¢« emphasize the significance of word choice¢ syntax«
and phonology in creating meaning and beauty: Ibn Jinni
(1993) and Al-Jurjani (2001) stress that eloquence is achieved
through the precise arrangement of words and sentencess
which imbue the text with aesthetic and emotional power:
Imam Ali’s sermons reflect these principles through the use of
parallelism¢« metaphor¢ and antithesis¢ as well as a rhythmice
Quranic-inspired style: The present study applies linguistic
theories from Arabic philology and modern stylistics¢ such
as those of Leech and Short (2007)¢ to explore the structural
and functional elements of Imam Ali’s language- His sermons
utilize linguistic features like tibaq (antithesis) and muwazanah
(balance)¢ enhancing both the aesthetic and rhetorical impact of
his words- By drawing on these linguistic theories« the analysis
will highlight the eloquence of Imam Ali>s sermons and their
resonance with Quranic language:

2.5 Quranic Intertextuality in Imam Ali’s Sermons (Peace
be upon him)

Intertextuality« as discussed by Kristeva (1980)¢ involves
the dialogue between texts¢ where meanings are shaped by their
relationship to other texts- In the case of Islamic discourse« the
Quran is often the central text with which other forms of speech
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interact- Imam Ali»s sermons are rich in Quranic intertextuality¢
with both direct citations and implicit allusions to the Quran- As
observed by Larkin (2008)¢ these Quranic references not only
reinforce the sermonys message but also imbue it with divine
authority- Imam Ali does not merely cite the Quran; he weaves
Quranic phrases into his own language« creating a rhetorical
flow that reflects both his eloquence and the Quran»s linguistic
artistry- This study will employ intertextual analysis to explore
how Imam Ali’s sermons engage with Quranic language« and
how these interactions enhance their religious and rhetorical
power: The analysis will consider how his sermons echo Quranic
themes« drawing on Rahman’s (1980) discussion of thematic
coherence in the Quran-

2.6 Quranic and Prophetic Influences on Imam Ali’s
Rhetorical Style

Imam Ali’s sermons were deeply influenced by his close
relationship with the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) and his
exposure to Quranic revelation: Al-Suyuti (1979) and Ibn Kathir
(2003) note that Imam Albs rhetoric echoes both the Quran
and the Prophet’s own speeches¢ particularly in their emphasis
on justice¢ ethics¢ and devotion: The parallels between the
Prophet’s hadith and Imam Ali’s sermons highlight the shared
rhetorical techniques¢ such as the use of parables< metaphors«
and vivid imagery: This study will analyze the influence of
Quranic and Prophetic traditions on Imam Ali»s rhetorical style«
particularly focusing on how his language reflects the ethical
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and spiritual concerns of the early Islamic period- As Zadeh
(2011) argues« the rhetorical power of Islamic sermons lies in
their ability to intertwine personal oratory with divine guidance-
By exploring these influences« the research will highlight how
Imam Ali’s sermons operate within a broader Prophetic and
Quranic tradition of eloquence:

2.7 Sociolinguistic Considerations: Audience and Context

Imam Ali’s sermons were delivered during a period of
intense political and religious turmoil¢ which necessitated
a rhetorical style that was both authoritative and responsive
to diverse audiences. Sociolinguistic theories¢ such as those
outlined by Gumperz (1982) and Hymes (1974)¢ suggest
that language is adapted according to social contexts and the
relationship between speaker and audience. In the case of
Imam Ali’s sermons¢ his use of language varied depending
on the occasion¢ the audience’s social status¢ and the political
context. This research will utilize sociolinguistic frameworks
to explore how Imam Ali adapted his rhetorical strategies in
different settings. For instance¢ his sermons to the elite often
employed more sophisticated linguistic techniques¢ while his
addresses to the general public relied on clarity and emotional
appeal. Drawing on Irvine and Gal’s (2000) theory of language
and power¢ the study will investigate how Imam Ali’s sermons
functioned as tools of both spiritual guidance and political
authority.
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Methodology

3.1 Introduction

The study utilizes a qualitative research design¢ focusing
on textual analysis to explore the linguistic and rhetorical
features of Imam Ali’s sermons:- The methodology involves
content analysis¢ intertextual analysis¢ and rhetorical analysis
to examine the intricate ways in which Imam Ali incorporates
Quranic eloquence into his speeches: By analyzing the sermons
within their historical and linguistic context¢ this study aims to
provide insights into how Quranic language influences Islamic
rhetorical traditions:

3.2 Research Design

This research adopts a qualitative approach¢ focusing
on the interpretation of textual data- Given the nature of the
research questions< which explore the linguistic and rhetorical
features of Imam Ali’s sermons¢ qualitative methods are best
suited to provide a nuanced analysis of language¢ structures
and meaning: The primary method of analysis is content
analysis¢ supported by intertextual and rhetorical analysis-
These methods are used to investigate the relationship between
Quranic language and Imam Ali’s eloquence« offering a detailed
examination of how his speeches reflect and enhance Quranic
discourse* The qualitative nature of this research emphasizes the
subjective interpretation of language« where meaning is derived
from examining the texts within their cultural¢ historical¢ and
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religious contexts (Creswell¢ 2013)- This approach enables a
deep exploration of the linguistic artistry and rhetorical devices
used in the sermons¢ and how these elements contribute to the
overall message and impact of the speeches:

3.3 Data Collection

The data for this research consists of a selection of Imam
Ali’s sermons« particularly those found in Nahj al-Balagh (“The
Path of Eloquence”)¢< which is the most widely recognized
collection of his speeches« letters¢ and sayings- Nahj al-Balaghac¢
compiled by Sharif Razi in the 10th century¢ is regarded as a
critical source for understanding Imam Ali’s eloquence and
rhetorical style- The selection of sermons for analysis is based
on their rich use of Quranic language« rhetorical devices¢ and
thematic relevance to the research questions- In addition to Nahj
al-Balagha« other sources¢ such as commentaries and historical
records¢ are utilized to provide context and supplementary
insights into the sermons: These include classical Arabic
rhetorical texts< Quranic exegesis (tafsir) and historical analyses
that shed light on the social and political contexts in which
the sermons were delivered: The specific criteria for selecting
sermons include:

1+ Quranic references: Sermons that explicitly or implicitly
reference Quranic verses-

2- Rhetorical features: Sermons that demonstrate a
high degree of rhetorical sophistication¢ including the use of
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parallelism¢ metaphor¢ and other literary devices:

3- Thematic relevance: Sermons that address key
theological and ethical themes central to Islamic thought¢ such
as justice¢ faith¢ and piety:

3.4 Data Analysis

The analysis of the selected sermons involves two key
methods: content analysis¢ intertextual analysis.

3.4.1 Content Analysis

Content analysis 1s used to systematically identify and
analyze Quranic references¢ rhetorical devices¢ and thematic
elements within the sermons: This method allows for the
classification of various linguistic and rhetorical features¢
providing a detailed breakdown of how Quranic language is
employed- The process involves coding the texts according to
specific categories¢ such as Quranic allusions¢< metaphors¢ and
syntactic structures- The frequency and distribution of these
features are then analyzed to uncover patterns in Imam Ali’s
use of language- Content analysis also facilitates a comparative
examination of the sermons¢ highlighting how certain rhetorical
strategies are consistently employed across different speeches:
This method allows for the identification of recurring themes
and motifs that connect the sermons to the Quranic tradition-

Imam Ali’s sermons¢ also known as Nahj al-Balaghah
(The Peak of Eloquence)¢ are among the most renowned and
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frequently referenced texts in Islamic literature: The sermons
contain rich linguistic and rhetorical artistry< many of which
include Quranic allusions and thematic elements such as justices
piety¢ and leadership- Here are a few key sermons that are
widely cited in research and Islamic studies:

Table (1) the frequency of each rhetorical device or
Quranic reference found across four sermons

Features Sermon | Sermon | Sermon | Sermon | Total occur-
1 2 3 4 rences

Quranic 12 15 18 10 55

illusions

Metaphors 8 7 10 5 30

Syntactic 6 9 8 7 30

Structures

Rhetorical 3 4 5 3 15

Questions

Parallelism 5 6 7 4 22

Repetition 10 12 14 11 47

The table reveals that Quranic allusions (55 occurrences)
are the most frequently used rhetorical feature across all
four sermons¢ highlighting Imam Ali’s reliance on scriptural
references to connect his messages to divine authority:
Repetition (47 occurrences) follows closely¢« emphasizing its
role in reinforcing key ideas and ensuring they resonate with
the audience: Metaphors and syntactic structures (30 each)
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are also consistently used¢ adding depth and complexity to his
language- Parallelism (22 occurrences) and rhetorical questions
(15 occurrences) are employed more sparingly but still serve
crucial roles in creating rhythm¢« engagement< and empbhasis-
Sermon 3 consistently shows the highest use of most rhetorical
devices¢ indicating its rhetorical richness and emphasis on
persuasion and engagement: Overall¢ the results demonstrate
Imam Ali’s mastery in blending Quranic language with classical
Arabic rhetorical techniques:

Table (2) Thematic elements derived from Quranic
references and rhetorical strategies across the sermons

Theme Sermon | Sermon | Sermon | Sermon | Total
1 2 3 4 occur-
rences
Justice and 7 6 9 5 27
fairness
Piety and Faith 5 8 7 6 26
Leadership and 6 7 6 4 23
authority
Social Responsi- 4 5 6 7 22
bility
Divine wisdom 11 9 8 10 38
and guidance

Thetable showsthat Divine wisdom and guidance is the most
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recurring theme across the four sermons¢ with 38 occurrences«
indicating Imam Ali’s emphasis on spiritual and moral direction-
Justice and fairness (27 occurrences) and Piety and faith (26
occurrences) are also prominent¢ reflecting a focus on ethical
governance and personal devotion: Leadership and authority
(23 occurrences) and Social responsibility (22 occurrences)
are slightly less frequent but still significant¢ highlighting the
importance of societal roles and governance: Sermon 3 shows
a balanced emphasis on all themes¢< while Sermon 1 strongly
features divine wisdom:- This distribution suggests that Imam
Ali’s sermons aim to balance spiritual guidance with practical
leadership and social ethics.

Table (3) Comparative Analysis of Rhetorical Strategies

Rhetorical | Sermon | Sermon | Sermon | Sermon| Total | Aver-
devices 1 2 3 4 occur- | age per
rences | sermon
Metaphor 8 7 10 5 30 7.5
Parallelism 5 6 7 4 22 5.5
Repetition 10 12 14 11 47 11.75
Quranic 12 15 18 10 55 13.75
allusions
Rhetorical 3 4 5 3 15 3.75
Questions

Quranic allusions are the most frequently used rhetorical
device« with 55 occurrences and an average of 1375 per sermonc¢
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reflecting Imam Ali’s strong reliance on scriptural references
to strengthen his messages- Repetition follows closely with 47
occurrences (1175 per sermon)¢ highlighting its importance in
reinforcing key ideas- Metaphors (30 occurrences¢ 7-5 average)
are also commonly used« adding depth and figurative meaning-
Parallelism (22 occurrences¢ 55 average) helps create rhythm
and structure« while rhetorical questions are used more sparingly
(15 occurrences¢ 3-75 average)¢ serving to provoke thought:
Overall¢ the analysis shows a strategic balance of rhetorical
devices¢ with a strong emphasis on Quranic references and
repetition to enhance persuasion:

¥, £,Y Intertextual Analysis

Intertextual analysis¢ as developed by Kristeva (1980)¢
focuses on the relationship between Imam Ali’s sermons and
the Quran- This method examines how Quranic language is
integrated into the sermons¢< whether through direct quotations¢
paraphrasing¢ or subtle allusions: Intertextuality is a key
component of Imam Ali’s rhetorical style¢ as his speeches
frequently draw on Quranic themes and linguistic structures
to reinforce their religious and ethical authority- The analysis
involves identifying Quranic references in the sermons and
exploring their significance within the context of Islamic
discourse: This includes examining the theological and ethical
implications of these references¢ as well as how they enhance
the persuasive impact of the sermons- By investigating the
interplay between Imam Ali’s language and the Quran¢ the
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intertextual analysis aims to uncover the deeper layers of meaning
embedded in his speeches- Based on the method outlined by
Kristeva (1980)- The analysis identifies and examines the
Quranic references found in Imam Ali’s sermons¢ focusing on
their types and significance in enhancing the persuasive power
of the speeches:

Table (4): Types of Quranic References in Imam Ali’s

Sermons
Quranic reference | Sermon | Sermon | Sermon | Sermon
type 1 2 3 4
Direct quotations 4 6 7 3
Paraphrasing 3 4 5 2
Subtle allusions 5 5 6 5
Total 12 15 18 10

The table shows that subtle allusions are the most frequently
used Quranic reference type¢ appearing consistently across all
sermons¢ with 21 occurrences in total- This suggests that Imam
Al often integrates Quranic language in an implicit manner«
allowing for a more fluid and nuanced connection to the Quran-
Direct quotations (20 occurrences) are also frequently employed¢
particularly in Sermons 2 and 3¢ which rely more heavily on
direct scripture to reinforce religious authority- Paraphrasing is
used less frequently (14 occurrences)¢ indicating that Imam Ali
occasionally rephrases Quranic verses to align with the thematic
and rhetorical needs of his speeches- Overall¢ Sermon 3 contains
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the highest number of Quranic references¢ demonstrating a
particularly strong intertextual link with the Quran-

Results

The research reveals that Quranic eloquence is a central
feature in Imam Albs sermons¢ significantly shaping their
linguistic and rhetorical structure: Through detailed content
and intertextual analysis¢ it becomes clear that Imam Ali
masterfully integrates Quranic language¢ including direct
quotations¢ paraphrases¢ and subtle allusions¢ to reinforce the
spiritual authority of his messages- This strategic use of Quranic
references is not only a reflection of his deep connection to the
divine text but also a means of engaging his audience on both
intellectual and emotional levels: The frequency of Quranic
allusions across the sermons underscores their importance
in linking religious teachings to everyday ethical and social
issues¢ providing listeners with a framework rooted in sacred
authority: The analysis of rhetorical techniques—including
metaphor« repetition¢ parallelism¢ and antithesis—demonstrates
Imam Ali’s ability to craft speeches that are both powerful and
persuasive: Repetition emerges as the most frequently used
device¢ highlighting Imam Ali’s emphasis on reinforcing key
ideas to ensure they resonate with his audience- Metaphors play
a crucial role in conveying complex spiritual meanings¢ offering
the audience vivid imagery that deepens their understanding
of abstract concepts: Parallelism and antithesis contribute to
the structural and rhythmic balance of his sermons¢ creating
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contrasts that highlight moral dilemmas or ethical choices-
Overall¢ these rhetorical strategies serve to engage the audience
emotionally while guiding them intellectually toward ethical
reflection: The thematic analysis reveals that Imam Ali’s
sermons consistently address key topics such as justice and
fairness¢ piety and faith¢ leadership and authority¢ and social
responsibility: Among these¢ divine wisdom and guidance
appears most frequently¢ suggesting that Imam Ali’s sermons
aim primarily to offer spiritual direction¢ rooted in Quranic
teachings- The frequent discussion of justice and fairness reflects
the sociopolitical context in which Imam Ali delivered many of
his sermons¢ particularly during times of political turmoil- His
emphasis on leadership and social responsibility demonstrates
his commitment to ethical governance and the well-being of the
community¢ presenting himself as both a religious and political
leader- Lastly¢ the research highlights the significance of the
contextin which Imam Ali delivered his sermons- Sermons given
during periods of political strife exhibit a more authoritative
tone¢« with a focus on themes of leadership and justice« while
those addressing religious audiences emphasize spiritual growth«
piety¢ and ethical behavior- This ability to adapt his rhetorical
strategies to different circumstances illustrates Imam Ali’s
exceptional oratorical skill¢ allowing him to address the needs
of his audience effectively« regardless of the social or political
climate- This context-sensitive approach¢ combined with his
deep Quranic knowledge and rhetorical artistry« solidifies Imam
Ali’s enduring influence on Islamic oratory and thought:
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Conclusion

The research demonstrates that Imam Ali’s sermons
exemplify a masterful integration of Quranic language¢
classical Arabic rhetorice and profound spiritual insight:
By employing various rhetorical devices such as repetition«
metaphor¢ parallelism¢ and antithesis¢ Imam Ali effectively
conveys complex religious¢ ethical« and political messages: His
ability to weave Quranic allusions seamlessly into his speeches
not only reinforces the divine authority of his words but also
enhances their emotional and intellectual resonance with his
audience- The frequent use of Quranic references¢ both in direct
quotations and subtle allusions¢ reveals the deep intertextual
relationship between the sermons and the Quran¢ establishing
Imam Ali’s speeches as powerful tools for spiritual guidance
and political leadership- Moreover¢ the study highlights how
Imam Ali’s rhetorical strategies are carefully adapted to the
specific contexts in which his sermons were delivered- Whether
addressing issues of political strife« social justice¢ or religious
ethics¢ his use of language and rhetoric is consistently aligned
with the needs of the moment< demonstrating his astute
understanding of audience dynamics- The research concludes
that Imam Ali’s sermons not only serve as exemplary models
of Arabic oratory but also offer timeless insights into the art of
persuasion in religious discourse¢« where language functions not
only as a medium for communication but as a tool for shaping
thought< emotion¢ and action-
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Appendix

1. Imam Ali’s Sermons in Arabic
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2. Imam Ali’s Sermons in English
A. The Sermon of Al-Shagshaqiyah

In the name of God¢< the Most Compassionate« the Most
Merciful

»O people¢« by God¢ I did not wrest the caliphate by force«
nor did I seek it out of desire« but you took it from me and
gave it to others. I endured hardships patiently until innovation
suddenly struck¢ and I appeared as though I had fallen into it. As
for you« if you wish to do so now« then act in the best manner.

The Messenger of God (peace and blessings be upon him
and his family) entrusted you with a responsibility¢« but you
betrayed it¢ preferring others over me. When Abdullah¢ son
of Abi Quhafa (Abu Bakr)« was killed¢ I was thrown towards
Uthman¢and I found myself amidst the harshness of monotheism.
I realized that I was not fighting for superiority« for people are
slaves to the world« death is inevitable< and God is the one most
deserving of worship. By God« I did not know this¢ and I seek
only God’s guidance« for [ have met you. So¢ are you reformers?
Is this seriousness real? Or was there ignorance other than mere
deception? This is the position. If seeking truth is truly right«
then judge between me and those who have wronged me«.
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B. The Sermon of Leadership

In the name of God« the Most Compassionate« the Most Merciful

»Now then¢ O people« I am the one most deserving of
leadership¢ and I have no partner in this right< but the people
have taken precedence over me. I am the one born in Mecca and
raised by Islam. I stood by the Prophet (peace and blessings be
upon him and his family) in every battle and every position¢ yet
they chose others¢ wronging me and making a mistake.

As for you« by God¢ I am not saying this out of arrogance
or for a fleeting worldly gain¢< but because it is a right I was
commanded to convey. Let them see how they turned the
caliphate away from its rightful people and placed it where it
does not belong! By God« the world will question them about
their deeds on the Day of Judgment. O people¢ the judgment
is God>s¢ and I am but a servant of God and His caliph on His
earth«.

C. The Sermon of Jihad

In the name of God« the Most Compassionate« the Most
Merciful

»O believers¢« know that jihad 1s your greatest obligations
and 1t is the only way to ward off tribulations and achieve justice.
Strive in the way of God with true striving¢ and know that jihad
is not only through the sword but also through the struggle of
the self against sins.
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Indeed¢ God loves those who fight in His cause¢ standing
together as if they are a solid structure. Know that jihad for
the sake of truth is justicec while jihad for the sake of self is
destruction. So« make your intentions solely for God« and seek
only His pleasure« for what is with God is better and everlasting.
And remember His words: <Do not think of those who were
killed in the way of God as dead; rather« they are alive with their
Lord¢ receiving provision««.

D.The Sermon on the World

In the name of God¢« the Most Compassionate« the Most
Merciful

»O people« this world is the abode of deception¢ and it
passes away like the leaves of autumn. Do not be deceived by its
adornments¢ nor be misled by its wealth¢ for it is but a fleeting
enjoyment¢ and what is with God is better and everlasting.

This world moves on like passing clouds< and everything in
it is destined to perish. So work for the Hereafter< and know that
the best provision is piety. You are like travelers in this world«
and you will not find rest except in the abode of the Hereafter.
Know that every pleasure in this world is an illusion¢ and every
strength in it is weakness¢ and what is with God 1s better and
everlasting. So do not rely on it¢ for it deceives its people«.

References to Nahj al-Balaghah

Primary Source: Nahj al-Balaghah ( (4251 =compiled
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by Sharif Razi ( ( 45}l & <Jiin the \ +th century. This is the
most widely used and recognized collection of Imam Ali’s

sermons. letters. and sayings.

Other Editions and Commentaries: Scholars have written
numerous commentaries on Nahj al-Balaghah¢< which help
analyze the linguistic and rhetorical elements in Imam Ali’s
sermons. Some important commentaries include:

Ibn Abi Al-Hadid’s Commentary xsll ol ol & 58
Muhaqqiq al-Hilli’s Commentary sl Gasall = 5






