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Abstract

Speaking about the Commander of the Faithful, Imam Ali
(PBUH), is by no means a simple task. We are not merely ad-
dressing a historical figure who held a prestigious position in
Islamic society; rather, we are facing a personality presented
by Almighty Allah as the "Perfect Man," whose attributes were
drawn by the Holy Quran and whose features were defined by
the profound concepts of Islam.

The thought of Imam Ali (PBUH) originates from the Holy
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Quran in the foundation of the state. Therefore, his vision repre-
sents the "Quranic State"—a state where everyone is respected
and the foundations of global peace are solidified. Imam Ali
(PBUH) presented the finest model of a just ruler for humanity
across all times and places, famously stating: "Far be it from me
that my desires should overpower me and my greed lead me to
pick the best foods, while in the Hijaz or Yamama there may be
someone who has no hope of a loaf of bread and no recollec-
tion of satiety... or that I should sleep with a full stomach while
around me are hungry bellies and parched livers."

During his brief reign, the Imam provided an authentic
model of true Islamic governance. He indicated that one of the
primary reasons he assumed power was to champion the Islamic
methodology and present the correct archetype of governance,
leadership, and public engagement. He established a sublime
humanitarian and ethical principle for social interaction based
on shared commonalities—either through the brotherhood of
faith or the brotherhood of humanity—stating: "Fill your heart
with mercy, love, and kindness for your subjects. Do not be like
a ravenous beast over them, eager to devour them, for they are
of two types: either your brother in religion or your equal in
creation."

Imam Ali’s covenant to Malik al-Ashtar remains one of the
most precious historical documents, rich in principles of gov-
ernance, administrative methods, legislative foundations, and
official ethics. It serves as a comprehensive constitution accord-
ing to—and even surpassing—prevailing political literatures.
Through his thought, methodology, and conduct, the Command-
er of the Faithful sought to establish a framework characterized
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by sustainability, continuity, and suitability for every age and
location.

The greatness of Imam Ali’s ideas and sayings was inextri-
cably linked to his actual greatness, practical applications, and
real-life presence within the Islamic Ummah. He provided the
intellectual framework on one hand, and demonstrated its em-
bodiment on the other. He did not leave these ideals confined
to rhetoric or hidden within the unseen for rulers to interpret
according to their whims; rather, he brought them to light, and
the Ummah lived them under his five-year rule. Thus, he stood

as the purest and most pious example of the "Standard Ruler" in
both word and deed.

Keywords: Imam Ali (PBUH), Management, Governance
Methodology.
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