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Abstract
This research paper presents an independent study of the sta-

tus and position of the Commander of the Faithful, Ali ibn Abi
Talib (PBUH), through the lens of surviving Islamic antiquities.
It explores how Islamic arts perceived this figure, who possesses
a profound religious legacy and a high standing in the hearts of
believers. To provide a comprehensive perspective, the study ad-
heres to the principle that Islamic art must be analyzed within
the cultural context of its era. Consequently, this paper interprets
Islamic arts based on the contemporary culture and associated in-
tellectual frameworks of the time they were produced.
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A reflection on Islamic art reveals it as a unique medium,
distinct from the arts of preceding civilizations, serving as an
honest mirror reflecting societal, cultural, and civilizational re-
alities—aspects that still require significant scholarly effort to
uncover.

Among the facets addressed by Islamic arts are various
artifacts and antiquities featuring Quranic verses alongside the
name of the Commander of the Faithful, Ali (PBUH). These
artifacts are characterized by their diverse origins—hailing
from Iraq, Egypt, Iran, Turkey, and beyond—spanning differ-
ent historical periods. They also vary in material composition,
including paper, wood, and metals such as gold and silver, often
inlaid with carnelian (agate) and other raw materials. Further-
more, their purposes varied from seeking protection and victory
over enemies to seeking blessings (tabarruk) through his noble
persona.

Given this significance, it is essential to address this topic
through an independent study that reflects the cultural dimen-
sions of Muslim life and highlights the profound love and sta-
tus the Commander of the Faithful held in their hearts. This
research employs a descriptive approach to document these ar-
tistic acquisitions and an analytical approach to provide a sci-
entific interpretation of these masterpieces, linking them to the
accompanying Quranic verses and their symbolic relationship
with the Commander of the Faithful.
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