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Abstract:

Praise be to Allah, Lord of the Worlds, and peace and bless-
ings be upon his pure and virtuous progeny.

Imam Ali ibn Abi Talib (PBUH) is considered the fore-
most interpreter of the Holy Quran after the Messenger of Al-
lah (PBUH&HP), as he took upon himself the responsibility of
guiding the Ummah by elucidating the profound meanings of
the Quranic text, particularly those pertaining to jurisprudential
rulings (Ahkam). Consequently, Muslims sought his knowledge
as a primary source for their inquiries.

This research aims to highlight a specific aspect of this
scholarly legacy by examining the interpretative narrations (ex-
egesis) of the Commander of the Faithful (PBUH) regarding
the permissibility (Halal) and prohibition (Haram) of foodstuffs.
The study specifically focuses on the interpretation of verses 1,
3,4, 5, and 42 of Surat al-Ma'idah. Furthermore, the researcher
addresses the challenges faced by scholars in this field, noting
the relative scarcity of narrations attributed to the Infallibles
(PBUT) in certain general Islamic references due to well-known
historical and contextual factors.

Keywords: Permissibility and Prohibition of Food, Imam
Ali (PBUH), Surat al-Ma'idah.
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