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Abstract:

If the Nahj al-Balagha of the Commander of the Faith-
ful, Imam Ali ibn Abi Talib (PBUH), manifests the Qur’anic
influence across various linguistic levels, then the Imam’s say-
ings—transmitted either verbatim or by meaning—have been
inherently present in the Qur’anic corpora compiled by Arab
scholars. These include works of exegesis (Tafsir), Qur’anic
parsing (I'rab), recitations (Qira'at), meanings (Ma’ani), as well
as lexicons of Qur’anic vocabulary and rare terms (Gharib).
These scholars employed those sayings in accordance with the
context of the Qur’anic verses they were investigating and clari-

fying.

This research focuses on identifying the mechanisms of
linguistic orientation (direction) of Imam Ali’s (PBUH) say-
ings within a selection of Qur’anic corpora. The research plan
is based, firstly, on the sayings we have tracked, and secondly,
on the nature of their linguistic orientation—whether for sup-
porting and strengthening meanings, interpretation (Ta’wil),
or semantic indications (be they lexical, semantic nuances, or
the critique of a specific term’s significance), as well as other
scattered linguistic issues. We have excluded sayings whose
orientation was not linguistic, such as those pertaining to the
Sciences of the Qur’an (Ulum al-Qur’an), like the reasons for
revelation (Asbab al-Nuzul), the compilation of the Qur’an, and
similar topics.

Keywords: Linguistic Orientation, Sayings of Imam Ali
(PBUH), Qur’anic Corpora.
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