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Abstract:

Supplication represents a significant literary text carrying
profound literary and linguistic connotations. The Holy Qur’an
has urged the act of supplication, and Islamic Sharia has ac-
corded 1t a high status, as it is considered the "weapon of the
believer." Allah Almighty states in the Holy Qur’an: “And when
My servants ask you, [O Muhammad], concerning Me - indeed
I am near. I respond to the invocation of the supplicant when he
calls upon Me. So let them respond to Me [by obedience] and
believe in Me that they may be led aright.” [Al-Baqarah: 186].

Supplication was ever-present in the approach of the Ahl
al-Bayt (PBUT); they taught it in their gatherings and encour-
aged their companions to draw closer to Allah through it. Their
supplications were not limited to a single function; rather, they
sought multiple purposes and goals, utilizing them to express
numerous ideas and societal issues of that era. Alongside this
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religious importance, supplication holds a generic (genological)
importance that requires us to study it as a prose literary genre.
Consequently, researching this topic is of great significance and
benefit, including:

Striving to establish supplication as a discursive text with
characteristics that qualify it as an independent art among prose
arts.

Demonstrating the literary and linguistic content within
supplications that befits the status of the Imams (PBUT).

Working toward developing Arabic mechanisms for dis-
course analysis suited for religious discourse.

Revealing the cognitive and linguistic richness in the sup-
plications of the Ahl al-Bayt (PBUT).

Unveiling the aspects of creativity within the studied sup-
plications.

From this standpoint, our study of supplication follows the
selection of a traditional text that resonates deeply with believ-
ers, authored by the Master of Arabic Eloquence, Imam Ali ibn
Abi Talib (PBUH). This i1s Dua Kumayl, renowned for its au-
thentic and reliable chain of transmission, as will be demon-
strated in the research.

Keywords: Dua Kumayl, Todorov’s Generic Poetics.
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