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Affirmative and Negative Attributes in the Exegesis of
Imam Ali (peace be upon him)

Asst. Lecturer Sundus Mu’een Hassan Ali
Master’s in Islamic Thought and Doctrine

Instructor at the General Directorate of Education, Na-
jaf Al-Ashraf

Abstract:

The central issue addressed in this study is the evident lack
of comprehensive attention in exegetical works to the recorded
statements and interpretations of Imam Ali (peace be upon him),
particularly concerning the divine attributes.

The topic of divine attributes is among the most signifi-
cant subjects in the doctrine of divine unity (Tawhid), and it
has led to various theological debates. These attributes serve
as means of expressing and understanding the essence of Allah,
the Almighty.

Islamic theological schools have differing views on divine
attributes. The core dispute between Imamiyyah, Ash’arites,
and Mu‘tazilites revolves around whether divine attributes are
identical to or separate from the Divine Essence.

* The Ash‘arites interpret Quranic verses and hadiths relat-
ed to divine attributes literally and reject any form of interpreta-
tion (ta’wil). Their approach has led to the doctrines of anthro-
pomorphism and corporealism, asserting that Allah’s attributes
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are eternal and distinct from His essence.

* The Imamiyyah and Mu‘tazilites, however, take a different
approach based on Quranic verses and narrations. They seek a
balanced interpretation of ambiguous verses concerning divine
names and attributes, combining affirmation and negation. They
emphasize divine transcendence (tanzih), ensuring that Allah is
free from any contingent or dependent qualities, asserting that
His attributes are identical to His essence.

The Imamiyyah school has adopted and preserved the
sayings of Imam Ali (peace be upon him) on this crucial issue.
The Imams of Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them) placed great
emphasis on understanding divine attributes, restricting their in-
terpretation to "those firmly rooted in knowledge" (Al-Rasikhun
fi al-‘Ilm) and, subsequently, to qualified scholars.

Keywords:

Affirmative Attributes, Negative Attributes, Imam Ali
(peace be upon him).
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