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Quranic Similarities and Parallels According to Ahl al-
Bayt (peace be upon them)

Dr. Othman Abdullah Mahmoud

Department of Arabic Language, Bayero University,
Kano, Nigeria

Abstract:

All praise i1s due to Allah, Lord of the Worlds. Blessings
and peace be upon the most honored of prophets and messen-
gers, our Prophet Muhammad, and upon his chosen family and
companions. We praise You, O Lord, who is exalted in perfec-
tion beyond any similarity or parallel and sanctified in majesty
beyond the grasp of vision, thoughts, or innermost intentions.

The primary objective of this study is to examine the
concept of "similarities and parallels" (Ashbah wa Naza’ir) lin-
guistically and terminologically, and to explore its relationship
with linguistic exegesis. The research also analyzes these se-
mantic variations and focuses on Quranic vocabulary related
to similarities and parallels, particularly as understood by Ahl
al-Bayt (peace be upon them). Examples of such terms include:

* Al-Husna (the best/good)

» Al-Labs (confusion/ambiguity)
* Al-Taghut (tyranny/oppressor)
 Al-Haraj (hardship/difficulty)

» Al-Fitnah (trial/temptation)
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* Al-'Ibadah (worship)**

The study then compares these Quranic terms with their
definitions in linguistic sources, analyzing their meanings in the
context of Ahl al-Bayt’s interpretations. The research employs a
descriptive methodology to address these issues, systematically
examining these terms as they appear in the literature of Ahl al-
Bayt (peace be upon them).

May Allah guide us to the straight path.
Keywords:

Similarities, Parallels, Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them).
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