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The Problematic Nature of Methodology

The Approach and Concept in Thematic Interpretation
Among Exegetes

Asst. Prof. Dr. Adnan Shanshool Jabir Al-Khalidi
Al-Imam Al-Sadiq University, Al-Muthanna Branch
Abstract:

This research seeks to provide solutions to the problematic
nature of methodology, approach, and concept in thematic inter-
pretation among exegetes and scholars. It 1s structured into five
sections as follows:

1. The first section examines the extent to which the term
"method" can be applied to thematic interpretation as one of the
interpretative approaches. It also contrasts this with the perspec-
tive of Sayyid Muhammad Baqir Al-Sadr, who argues that the-
matic interpretation does not fall under the term "method" but
rather represents an "approach."

2. The second section compares the concepts of "method"
and "approach" in terms of their nature, based on the idea that:

o "Methodology" refers to the process and technique of in-
terpretation.

o "Approach" pertains to the objectives and purposes that
the exegete seeks to achieve.

3. The third section presents Sayyid Muhammad Bagqir Al-
Sadr’s perspective on thematic interpretation as an approach
rather than a method. Conversely, it also highlights the views of
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scholars and exegetes who classify thematic interpretation under
the term "method."

4. The fourth section explores the objectives and purposes
of thematic interpretation by analyzing Quranic texts to extract
their perspective on this approach. It also examines the ultimate
rationale behind thematic exegetes engaging in this form of in-
terpretation, providing examples from Ahl al-Bayt’s (peace be
upon them) exegesis.

5. The fifth section addresses the problem of divergence
among exegetes regarding their definition of "thematic interpre-
tation." It highlights how Sayyid Al-Sadr’s perspective differs
from the conventional understanding held by most interpreters.

Keywords:

Problematic Nature of Methodology, Approach and Con-
cept, Thematic Interpretation.
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